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NOTES AND NEWS 

In the 1913 presidential address to the Linnean Society, noticed in 
Nature for January 22, 1914, 1 Professor Poulton gave an account of an 
American booklet by G. W. Sleeper, dated 1849. The work, if genuine, 
was an extraordinary anticipation of many modern conclusions on evolu- 
tion and the germ theory of disease. The booklet itself had been sent, 
early in 1913, to the late Dr. A. K. Wallace by a Mr. B. E. Miller, who 
stated that he had bought it at a second-hand book store in 1891 or 1892. 
Professor Poulton had also heard of the existence of three other copies in 
the possession of the author's son, Mr. J. F. Sleeper. It was pointed out 
in last year's address that the work was not registered, as stated; that the 
word " agnostic," introduced by Huxley in 1869, was used in its pages ; 
and that there was no reference to it in an undoubtedly genuine, but 
commonplace pamphlet published by the author in 1860. Nevertheless, 
the get-up of the booklet appeared to be so genuine and the style so con- 
vincing that many critical authorities were by no means convinced that it 
was a forgery. Professor Poulton, having directed attention to the subject, 
felt that he must make every effort to produce a body of evidence which 
would finally decide the question. The investigation, which could not be 
hurried, was only complete by Easter of the present year, and its results 
were communicated to the Linnean Society in the anniversary address 
on May 25 last. The evidence then presented to the Pellows will doubtless 
lead to the undisputed conclusion that the work is a forgery, and prob- 
ably a very late forgery. The Type. — Mr. J. W. Phinney, manager of the 
American Typefounders' Company, Boston, after an exhaustive inquiry, 
concluded that it was " impossible that the title-page could have been set 
at the date claimed for it." The Contract with the Printer. — This docu- 
ment, forwarded by Mr. J. F. Sleeper, satisfied many authorities, but 
aroused the suspicions of Professor C. H. Firth and afterwards of Sir 
Frederick Kenyon and Sir George Warner. The printer's signature, 
dated 1890, kindly sent by his daughter, Mrs. Endicott, was similar to 
that appended to the contract. It was submitted to Sir George Warner, 
who thought it "very remarkable that after so long an interval as forty 
years the signatures should be so precisely identical," and considered it 
" almost easier to believe that the early one is a forgery from a consider- 
ably later example." A little later Mrs. Endicott succeeded in finding 
another late signature also similar to that of the contract, and two early 
ones, dated 1856 and 1858, in both of which the B of Bense was very 
differently formed. It was evident, as Sir George Warner had predicted, 
that the signature of the contract had been copied from a late signature 
of the printer, W. Bense. Other evidence of falsification was also sub- 
mitted to the meeting, and will appear in the pages of the Society's Pro- 
ceedings. It was suggested in conclusion that the author, self-deceived 
as to the importance of his own ideas, really believed that he had fore- 
stalled many conclusions of modern science. In this way he might defend 
the falsification of evidence as the only means by which justice could be 

i Noted in this Journal, Vol. XI., page 190. 
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done not only to himself, but to the history of thought. A similar inter- 
pretation might be offered if we suppose — and many reasons were given 
for the belief — that the forgery was committed after the author's death by 
one who knew his feelings and shared his delusion that he was the 
victim of injustice. 

The pageant which Columbia University planned to give in November 
in honor of the seven hundredth anniversary of the birth of Roger Bacon 
has been postponed to a date to be announced later. So many members 
of the university felt unable, on account of the war in Europe, to enter 
into the performance whole-heartededly that the necessary cooperation for 
this large undertaking would obviously have been lacking or at least im- 
paired. It was also feared that some unforeseen calamity might mark the 
progress of the war at any moment, and the peageant, if undertaken now, 
might have to be abandoned. The committee in charge hope to give the 
performance in the spring, or as soon as the European situation is on 
the way toward certain improvement. All the preliminary arrangements 
for the pageant are completed. The text is now offered for sale by the 
Columbia University Press in a limited edition and also in a cheaper 
edition. 

At the University of Pennsylvania the following changes have taken 
place in the department of psychology: Edwin Burket Twitmyer, Ph.D., 
has been promoted from an assistant professorship to a full professorship, 
and is to be assistant director of the laboratory of pychology; Francis N. 
Maxfield, Ph.D., has been made assistant professor; Dr. David Mitchell and 
Mr. Frank H. Reiter have been appointed instructors. 

Among the German scientific men who have affixed their names to a 
manifesto renouncing the honors conferred upon them by English uni- 
versities and institutions are Ernst Haeckel and Wilhelm Wundt. 

Dr. H. C. Stevens, associate professor of psychology in the University 
of Washington, has been appointed associate professor of education in the 
University of Chicago. 

Dr. F. M. Urban, professor of psychology, in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, is in Austria, and is said to be with the Austrian army. 

Messrs. Williams and Norgate, London, announce that Mr. Balfour's 
Gift* ord lectures, " Theism and Humanism " will be published this month. 



